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Koo, Hyo-seo "A Secret Gate, @ A
Transcendence of Extinction and Creation
and a Body

Kim Jung-Ja

How does a novel depict the body & soul? How is a human body explained
in a novel and how does the body respond to its soul in a real human life
form?

Casting a deep insight into these questions, this essay is trying to explore
for the question of the body revealed in the novel, A Secret Gate written
by Koo, Hyo-seo.

In the novel, a secret clan uses their body as a tool for embodying their belief
and tries to achieve a revolution through such bodily experiences. They try to
destroy the function of language, and they try to destruct existing orders
through carousals and sexual messes. By doing so, they try to overturn all
existing, absolute spirits such as history, systems, and cultures.

But, at the end of the novel, the advent of another A Secret Gate , a
novel-in-novel makes the reader to become perplexed. All sentences and
“contexts the author has used to create the novel are in danger of futile
extinction when the other A Secret Novel written by Choi, Yoon—suk who
devotedly paraphrased a translation version of Ayukwangsangjon in the
novel appears. This is a violence of lingual ideology thal can destroy the
genre of the novel. In the midst of such violence, the novel compels readers
to Teel a sense of absurdness while keeping the soul & body and all spiritual
matters in the sphere of illusions and virtual images and the body shut in

a space of suppression.
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