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Abstract

Sijo Literature and its Performing Aspects
In the Eighteenth Century

Cho Tae-Heum

The Sijo, the Korean three-line ode had been transmitted and evolved by
means of performance, which I assume, may have had great influences on
the changes in Sijo literature. My study will focus on illustrating the
characteristics of Sijo literature of the eighteenth century in relation to
performing aspects of Sijo.

In the first half period of Chosun Dynasty, men from the noble families
called Yangban Sadaebu were the exclusive recipients of Sijo literature.
They enjoyed the poetic arts personally or with a group of companions
during their pasttime. But the real performers of the Sijo literature were the
singing slaves called Ga-bi, the prostitute called Gi-nyo and the singing
children called Ga-dong who Dbelonged to noble families as property.
Nevertheless, they were no more than technicians to perform by memorizing
and singing the poetic songs.

In the eighteenth century, middle class emerged as new recipients of Sijo
literature. Besides, professional singers called Ga-gack appeared as a
performer which started vitalizing the Sijo literature. Accordingly, Sijo
performance hecame tinted with massive and comprehensive poetic art and
eventually tned pleasure-seeking as time passed on.

Professional singers developed and refined the poetic art at their
performing stages by adjusting the tune in accordance with the taste of the
new recipients. As a result, the refined poehy evolved into the inmovaling

performance of Sijo  literature, Korean traditional singing, aflter
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rearrangement by them. In this process, Yon-Sijo(Sijo in a chained stanza)
lost its musical basis and gradually deteriorated while Jang-Sijo(Sijo in a

long stanza) gained the musical basis and flourished over time.
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