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A Study of Post-Colonialism in Korean

Contemporary Novels:
focusing on (Arirang), (Taebaek Mountains) and

{Blooming of the Rose of Sharon)
Lee Hae—Nyeon

The purpose of this study is to analyze post-colonialism shown in the
Korean literary discourse and to survey the national identity and its
prospect. Why 1 am interested in this subject is as follows : First, the
desire for the post-colonial literary discourse and the effort for the national
identity are growing in the world. Second, the Koreans are direct victims
of Japanese-colomal period, the Korean war and the segregation.

The tendency of post-—colonialism in the Korean literature is absolutely
found in the novels and saga—novels, for example, <Taebaek
Mountains(1993)>, <Arirang(1994)>, and <Blooming of the Rose of
Sharon(1993)>. These works try to establish nationalism and the national
identity through the nuclear independence, to overcome colonial modernism
and to recover the unification through re-reading and re-writing of Korean
history.

This study suggests several aspects regarding that these novels have
the meaning and the characteristics of post-colonialism. First, these are
based on the spirit of nationalist-writers and their historical consciousness.
Second, the namrative structure of these novels show the divisional
opposition of modern ideologeme, through which these works can overcome
modernism. Third, the theme of national identity is established by
re-reading and re-writing Korean history.

In conclusion, these novels are the representative post-colonial ~ Korean

literary works which are recovered from the dark Korean modern history.
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