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Abstract

The interpretation of '#’ in Seokdokgugyeol
of Koryeo Dynasty

Hwang Seon-Yeop

Seokdokgugyveol(BERITIEE) is the method of reading Chinese texts in
Korean by adding borrowed letters. These letters has the feature of
syllabic letters in prnciple and thus morphemes with the same sound
value are generally represented with the same letters. Thus, the prmary
reason why the objective case maker ‘2. is differently represented from
adnominal ending or nominal ending ‘7’ is that originally they have
different sound values. To put it another way, ‘2’ represented /(®)1/ and
‘P’ /®12/. In the past studies, some argued that ‘P’ was regarded both as
/l/ and as /s/. But it hardly makes sense that the same letters were used
differently in a single text. The purpose of this paper is to refute the claim
that ‘" had two different sound value of /I/ and /s/ and to interpret texts
by applying the sound values /(D12/ to ‘F’.  This paper consists of five
sections, which can be summarized as follows.

Section 2.1 deals with the sound value of possessive case marker ‘A’
found in the 15th centwry Korean. This section examines some examples
of the ‘A’ presumed to be pronounced as /s/ and other examples of the
‘A7 presumed to be pronounced as /?/, showing that the ‘A’ was
pronounced as two different sound values. The such coexistence of two
different sound values for the ‘A’ implies that the possessive case marker
was in the transition period where it changed from /s/ to /2/. Section 2.2

finds that /?/ of 15th century’'s adnominal ending “-%/1?/ and possessive
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case marker ‘A’ are phonetically similar to each other and consequently
could be confused with each other in representation. It remains still
unknown whether it is a simple confusion in representation or the two
different sound valuevr really existed for the ‘A’. However, it is certain
that ‘?" of adnominal ending and possessive case marker ‘A’ were
phonetically similar to each other. Section 2.3 discusses that sound value
of not olny ‘P’ that is used as adnominal ending or nominal ending, but

also ‘P’ that is MareumcheomgiCGREIREC) - as seen in "BMEF, Tr, =
P' - can be /?/ and/or /lh/. For that matter, however, the relation
between /12/ and /Ih/ should be clearly explained first. Section 2.4 handles
with the problems caused by regarding ‘F’ only as /1?/. This section
provides some explanations for ‘WA F, = F —HIF' not satisfactorily
though, but the remaining examples are left unsolved. Section 2.5 exarnines
some examples of ‘f7' found in Hyangga and shows that they are basically
in line with the ‘P’ found in Seokdokgugyeol In addition, this section
discusses that the /I2/ in front of resonants changing to /I/ are witnessed

in Hyangga as well.
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