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Abstract

A study on the changes of the “structure of
troubled marriage’ in Korean novels

Lee Mi-Hyang

The purpose of this study is to review the changes of the 'structure of
troubled martage’ from the old novels or the initial popular fictions
characterized by conflicting love affairs - down to new and modem novels,
and thereby, discuss how the novels have understood their setting or the
society of the time.

The popular novels characterized by conflicting love featured an epic
structure of encounter - trial - achievement of love when the feudal order
ruled the society. However, during the transient period from feudalism to
capitalism, the 'structure of troubled marriage’ would be subject to change.
The 'structure of troubled marriage’ of old novels may well be an epic
structure implying the criticism of feudalism, but in 'Autumn Moon Color’
and 'Long Lamented Dream’, the structure would be rather deprived of the
"free love’ or natural desire of love only to support the feudal ideology of
women's loyalty to their designated flances. Originally, the new novels
started with refusal of the feudalism and pursuit of modemnity, but after
1910 the modern ideology would be associated with pro-Japanism to lose
its historic mission only to be conservative.

The 'triangle structure of love’ developed from such modern desires as
mammonism and love reflected the reality of 1920's and 1930’s when the
feudalism conflicted with free love and capitalism. The triangle structure of

love had appeared earlier in 'Long Lamented Dream’ adapted from a
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Japanese novel. Nevertheless, the novel had rather changed the trangle
structure of love into the 'structure of troubled marriage’. It was written in
1913 when capitalism was not developed enough to create the modern
conflict between money and love. In short, feudalism and modemn ideology
was interacting with each other. After all, the 'Long Lamented Dream’

featured both 'triangle love’ and 'troubled marriage’ structures.

Lee Kwang-Soo presented in his work 'Emotionless’ featuring a
‘triangle conflict structure” of a flancee conflicting between loyalty and
personal desire that the feudal value system had changed from the
universal value system to an ideology supported by a certain group of the
society. He championed that fiancee’s conflict between loyalty and personal
desire could be very personal, not being caused from the society. Lee
Kwang-Soo who affirmed a personal desire against the social morality in
'Emotionless’ would deny such personal desires as love and money in his
another novel 'Revival’ featuring a ’'triangle love structure’ also, and
instead, would suggest a Jove devoted to people or community. Thus, we
can estimate that the personal desires were affirmed as modem
self-awareness before March 1 Independence Movement but the loyalty to
community rather than pursuit of personal desires would be emphasized
after the failure of the movement.

Later, 'Wild Rose’ written in 1930’s showed no sense of 'people’s
community’ or slogan of 1920's but individuals. The novel overlaid various
love conflicts only to affirm mammonism and desire of love. The desire of
a social success harbored by the character was concealed by a transformed
pure and devoted love, and thereby, the desire of a social success harbored
by the poor character was acknowledged as compensation for the
noble-mindedness. Thus, the work satisfied people’s desire of social

success through marriage, and furthermore, reflected the reality of the time
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or a capitalistic society that marriage could be a means of social and
financial success.

As discussed, the popular novels characterized by conflicting love
repeated the customary style of literature for commercialism, but they
might adapt the custom of old novels’ conflicting love structure at times. It
is also conceived that the works adapting the customary styvle of literature
rather than repeating it were more quick to catch the changing social

ideclogy or system to fictionalize it.

- 76 -



	애정갈등형 소설의 구조와 그 의미
	서론
	혼사장애구조의 변용
	애정의 삼각갈등구조 - 『재생』
	삼각갈등의 중점구조
	결론
	참고문헌
	Abstract




