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Abstract

Seasonal Folk Customs of Pusan and Its
Vicinity and People’s Thought

Kim Sung-Chan

An extensive field research into the seasonal customs of Pusan area,
especially those related to taboos and fortune telling, has led me to the
following conclusions:

First, whereas the three well known books on the seasonal customs of
Korea, Kyungdo-job-ji, Yolyang-sesi-gi, and Tongguk-sesi-gi recorded 15
instances of fortune telling and 11 instances of taboo, in case of Pusan we
find 103 instances of fortune telling and 55 instances of taboo. This means
that, unlike the general tendency of Korean people revealed in the above
mentioned three books, the common people of Pusan resort more to the
means of fortune telling than avoiding taboos to ensure new year’s fortune
and happiness.

Second, through this research, we could attain a few clues to the
thinking patterns of the common people of Pusan. The most frequent
means of fortune teling is weather.

People predict flood or draught of the summer and harvest of the
autumn through weather. About one third of the fortune telling belongs to
this type. Next comes the type which relies on a certain appearances or
phenomenon of plants or animals to foretell the year's harvest. As to the
individual person’s fortune telling, various means are employed to foretell
the new vear’s luck. These include moon shadow-jom(jom means the act

or practice of fortune telling), Yooi~jom, candle-jom and so on.

- 331 -



18 FFETE=S A 251

Moon-shadow-jom is a transformed version of the one used to foretell
flood or draught. In case of taboo, about half of all cases are to promote an
individual's good luck. The other half are divided equally between those
related to farming and diseases. The major operating principles of taboo
are similarity, correlation, and most of all, the nature of punishment by
gods.

Third, the one consistent nucleus of fortune telling and taboo seems to
be the wish for luck and well being to the gods. These seasonal folk
customs must have sprung out of the people’s common wish for the
fortune and well being throughout the whole year. Therefore, fortune
telling and taboo could be regarded as the core element that shaped the
comrmnon people’s mind that calls for prayer to gods to ensure the good
harvest, the safety, and happiress for oneself as well as his/her beloved

ones.
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