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Abstract

The popular Literature and the Reader

Kim Chang-Sik

The popular culture or the popular literature is the topic of our period.
This points that the popular literature is closely connected with our
everyday life. I'd like to say that we should make a serious examinination
of the popular literature, From this point of view, I have newly prescribed
the characteristics of the popular literature, and then roughly studied the
relationship between the popular literature and the reader. The results run
as follows.

First of al, in order to get rid of the preoccupations and
misunderstanings of the popular lterature, I have divided it into three
branches, 'the literature for the average man,” 'the literature between us,’
and ‘the literature to enjoy together.’

And then, I have exarmined the relationship between the popular
literature and the reader according to it’s characteristics. 1) I'd like to say
that the popular literature plays an important part in enlarging the reader’s
population, not bringing about the literature a deterioration, because it is
‘the literature for the average man.’ 2) 'The literature between us’ makes
people read comfortably and pleasantly, by not forcing them to be serious.
For that reason, the reader can make free expressions of his or her thought
and feelings, after reading the popular works. I have an idea that the
reader’s response to the ’serious’ literature or the pure literature is not
beyond a schoolbook and limitary. Therefore, I dare to say that the popular
literature will help the reader to expand his or her appreciative ability by

guiding him or her to the ’'subjective reading’. 3) No one can hold
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hegemony over the popular literature, because it is ‘the literature to enjoy
together.” It is invited for the reader only to positively participate in the
literature. As a result, throught the popular literature the reader can
resolutely beat his or her shrinken feeling, and heartily enjoy and love the

literature.
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