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Abstract

A Study on the Writing System of
the Collection of Old Sijo Poems

Im Jong—Chan

After examining the various types of writing of the collection of old sijo
poems, the conclusions to be drawn are as follows:

First, one type of writing is just for preserving sijo poems themselves in
written forms, not aiming at helping readers sing or scan them. This type
sometimes allows them to choose either to sing or to scan each work
depending on what kind it is.

Second, another type is for helping readers sing sijo works either in a
Sijo-chang or Kagok-chang form, where there were sometimes added
signs for scanning them, if necessary.

Third, there were various other types of writing in the collection of old
sijo poems which appear to be irrelevant with helping readers sing or scan
them easier. .

Whether they were devised for helping readers scan them or making the
job of teaching how to sing them easier is not known yet. But each pause
shows a meaningful phrase or foot unit.

Fourth, every sijo poem is consisted of 3 chapters, 6 phrases, and 12
feet, Therefore there were the 6-pause type divided by phrase and the
12-pause type by foot, all aiming at helping readers scan in accordance
with structural features.

Therefore it can be said that those who complied the collection of old

sijo poems deeply appreciated the correlative relationship between sijo
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poems and expressing them in song forms and tried to devise writing

systems that function to help readers sing or scan sijo works.
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