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Abstract

Aspects of Regret and the Background of its
Formation in Koryeo Folk Song

Kim Koai-Duk

This paper is aimed at examining Cheongsanpyeolgok, Ssanghwajeomn,
Manjeonchun, Cheongeopsa, Cheongkwajeonggok, Ssarihwa in relation
with regret. Most of Koryo folk song is so thickly tinged with folkloristic
characteristics that regret, which is an emotion of the people, is prevalent.
The formation of Cheongsanpveolgok, for example, is related to such
backgrounds as frequent invasions from other countries, the hardhardship
of the people who could not sustain their lives favorably due to the
imposition of heavy taxes on them, and the avarice and violence of the
government officials. Therefore the central emotion of Cheongsanpyeolgok
reflects the repret of the Koryeo people who suffered from such critical
conditions.

Ssanghwajeom 1s a song of Koryeo women's regret who suffered from
sexual transgression and its infliction. The central emotion of Marjeonchun
is also regret of the Koryo women who experienced an inevitable
separation from their family. Cheongeopsa is a song of regret of a
peddler's wife who always had to part with and wait for her husband.
CheongKwajeonggok is a song which expressed bitter disappointment of a
rejected courtier who was driven out from the government post. Sarifwa is

a song full of the people’s regret who was exploited by corrupt officials.
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