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Abstract

A New Approach to the Ontological Aspect of
the 18th~century Literature of Sijo

Cho Tag—Heum

The widespread approach to the 18th century literature of sijo [a
three-stanza Korean ode] has been known as a methodology for elucidating
it on the basis of binary oppositions between the ode for a man of high
birth and the ode for the middle class, hierarchically formed according to
their social status. In this paper, however, I have attempted to present a
new approach to the 18th-century literature of sijo by dividing it into
"Seoul syo” and “country sijo,” a division resulting from the division
between Seoul and country established on the cultural differences of songs
and music, not on their social status.

The urbanization of 18th-century Seoul has contributed to the
transformational development of its songs and music--especially musical
variations—-appropriate for the entertaining art of performance, deepening a
great division between Seoul and country in the field of songs and music.
This division bought forth the division of the 18th~century poets between
"Seoul poets’ with "country poets.” By comparing "Seoul poets” with
"country poets” as to what tendency they had in creating odes and how
their odes were transmitted, I found a notable difference between them:
while "Seoul poets” exhibited a tendency to creating only long odes
without producing a piece of "veon-sijo”(a chain of sijos), "country poets”
created only "veon-sijo’; while "Seoul sijo” was transmitted in a collection

of songs, "country sijo” was transmitted in a collection of works and a
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form of transcription.

This difference between two kinds of poets was considered as one of the
various characteristics formed especially according to which culture of
songs and music they enjoyed. To fully understand the 18th-century
literature of sijo, I came to a conclusion that a new methodology of
analyzing it is undoubtedly needed in terms of the division between "Seoul
poets” and "country poets,” not of the division between a man of high
birth and the middle class.
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