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Abstract

The Formative Background and the Development of

Korean Jungon-Literature

Jung Chan-Young

The Jungon-Literature produced form the tradition of Non-imaginative
lit(non-fiction) is a form of the fiction that compensates for the fiction of the
Imaginative lit and the limitation of the Non-imaginative lit. The
Non-imaginative lit is contrasted with a pure fiction and constituted of
actual materials. There are sub-genres such as a travel-description, a
writing of the life, letters, a biography, an autobiography, a documentary,
and a reportage. The Non-imaginative lit has quite lots of readers in the
world of Korean literature, and it exists in any other countries.

I think, when the historical facts couldn’t be remained and distorted, and
when a pure fiction should only head for the fictitious world, the
Jungon-Literature must be produced in compensating for these defects. The
Jungon-Literature bases on the experiences of the writer or the verbal
evidences, and deals with the experiences in the writer’'s lifetime or the past
experiences of the previous generation. It has the formative neutralization of
socialogical methods and the confusion of literature, and heads for the
credibility of the history.

In the modern Korean literature, the Non-imaginative lit is full of the
variety with terms and natures which are represented by a memorandum, a
reportage, a documentary and a nonfiction and so on. In particular, It deals
differently with the Korean War and the big events and the tendencies of
the modem history such as the Palchisan's struggles, the 4.3 Public
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Resistance, the Guangju Resistance, and a Labor movement. the Korean
Non-imaginative lit has originated from the purpose of conveyance and
writing events, which has occurred in the convulsive periods. It contains
from a historical book, a practical literature, a travel description, and a
biography in the Josun Dynasty to a memorandum, a reportage, and
nonfiction in the modern literature. Therefore, we must evaluate the
Dacumantary’s values of the literature history. The Jungon-Literature
remains a documentary significance, because it has based on the actual
materials. ‘

The foreign tendency of the Jungon-Literature originates in the purpose
that writers must witness the history in the convulsive period. The New
Journalism and Middle and North America’s Jungon-Literature has used the
similar methods. They are examples which has revealed its universality and
particularity.

The Jungon—Literature, as the literature, is the project that reveals the
contradictions and tragedies of the modern history. It concretely illuminates
events before and after the Emancipation and the Korean War, and Guangju
Pubic Resistance which are remained to be proved. The Jungon-Literature
must build new method of art, uniting the documentary of art with the art of
documentary. The more the dominance ideoclogy has concealed and distorted
history, the strongef the literature has attempted to disclosure and get over
it, and so will it forth. That is the significance of the Jungon-Literature. It
also is the significance at present, because this historical witnesses are

related with the national community’s destiny.
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