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Abstract

Hyangga Literature of late-Silla and early-Koryo

Lee Yeon-Suk

To understand the nature of HyanggaG##k) properly, this paper discusses
the background of Hyangga literature, differences among the poems, and
forces behind the decline of Hyangga after Kyunyo's(#4l) work. Findings
are summarized as follows.

First, Hyangga of the late~Silla and early-Koryo period was closely
associated with the thinking of Tantric Buddhism. The reason amy be that
Tantric Buddhism was approriate tool for integrating public sentoment and
enforcing royalism to the dynasty. Tantric Buddhism was more easily
disseminated in the form of Hyangga which was familiar to the general
public.

Second, Hyangga of late-Silla and of early-Koryo had common
charateristics in that they had strong Tantric Buddhistic inclination related
to those day’s situation. But, poem of the early-Koryo period were
formalized orderly and frequented Chinese letter. The reason may be that
intellectuals retwned from study in China had tendency to regard Chinese
poemn and prose highly.

Third, forces behind the decline of Hyangga after Koryo's Koryo may be
pointed out as follows. Zen, which apeared in late-Silla and developed
throughout the Koryo dynasty, shifted Tantric Buddhism from
spken-oriented to meaning-oriented. Hyangga, which was closely related to
spoken-oriened Tantric Buddhism, began to decline naturally. Also, since

Tantric Buddhistic ceremonies were held nation-widely in the koryo
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dynasty, the need for Hyangga naturally declined.
Fourth, another force may be that mythical thinking and poetic sentience
were pervasive in the Silla era, whereas mythical thinking was declined in

the Koryo era.
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