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Abstract
A Study on Kim Ki-rim's Kisang-do(7}&%)
Chon Chong-Ku

In the 1930's there was a remarkable trend of Modernism in Korea. Kim
kwang-gun, Kim ki-rim, and Chong gi-yong are the representatives of
modernism in Korean literary dr_cle. Especially, Kim ki-rim introduced
Anglo-American literary Modemnism to Korea and wrote modernistic poems.
Kisang-do, written by Kim ki-rim, is treated as a very important modernist
poerm.

I aimed to criticize the modernist interpretation of Kisang-do in this
paper. Kim ki-rim intended to present modernistic techniques in this long
poem-Kisang—do, but 1 think his effort failed. The rhetorics and style of the
Kisang-do does not present the Modernist style. There appears
pseudo-modern consciousness in his poem. His consciousness is similiar to
that appears in the works of early pioneers, Choi nam-sun, Lee kwang-su
and Hwang suk-u, who wrote enlightenment works in order to enlight the
people in the early 1910s.

Kisang-do shows only the superficial impression on the civilized Western
soclety, and is lack of understanding of the modern aspects of Western
society. He confused in the modernist techniques as the formalist poetics.
Kim ki-rim just showed naive exoticism and adoration of the way of
Western style in his poem. He failed in penetrating modemist technicues into
Korean literary tradition. He could not accomplish self-rejection and
self-rethinking which is needed to overcome the pre-modern consciousness.
This shows that his modemnist consciousness is incomplete. The first writer

who shows the real modernist consciousness is not Kim ki-rim but Lee sang.
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